
PORT OF ASTORIA 

AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

4 MAY 2015  

MINUTES 

 

 

AAC met at the FBO building, Astoria Regional Airport, adjourning at 1610 hours. 

 

Members present: Chairman Henry Balensifer, Gary Kobes, Phil Bales (minutes recorder), Col. 

(Retired) Mark Smith 

Members absent: William "Skip" Dronen,  

Guests present: Commissioners John Raichl, Jim Campbell, and POA employee Mike Weston. 

John Overholzer, airport tenant, (later)  

Agenda items: No agenda items, but agenda devised impromptu: 

1. Industrial park ready for development, and emphasis that potential tenants be advised of this 

potential site. 

2. Advisory role for AAC regarding RFP's, hangar leases, repairs, bonding issues on E Row 

hangar construction. Recommended that POA Commissioners use the AAC as a sounding board. 

3. North gate repair status: Needs approval for funding from POA Commission. 

4. Staff Report presented by M. Weston:  

a. Lease review directive from POA Commission will be on agenda for next Commission 

meeting 

b. Update on FBO RFP: Mike Weston, Jim Gray, and Exec. Director Jim Knight met with Tim 

Evinger representing Brim Aviation. The report proposal from Mr. Evinger should be 

forthcoming next week. 

c. LifeFlight double-wide bunkhouse is now in place on the site of the old Astoria Flight 

Services. Aircraft and crew will be ready for operation May 15th. An independent, new 

construction hangar is being investigated for three sites: 1. E Row, 2. North of present Bar Pilot 

operations, and 3. West of the Bales hangar. There may be a possible partnership with Lektro for 

a shared hangar. 

d. NOAA will likely place weather monitoring equipment. at mid-field. A draft request is 

expected this week from NOAA. 

e. Grindings from the runway 13/31 overlay work will need to be deposited somewhere. The site 

should be accessible for grindings reuse, and if not reused will contribute to needed fill in area. 

Volume expected to be 1700 feet linear, with a 4" depth, and a 12 foot width. Locations 

considered are NW quadrant of the field (primary choice) or the SE quadrant near the bunkers 

(secondary choice). 

 

Mr. Weston concluded his report with a note that LifeFlight is exploring financial options for 

development of their operations here. 

 

There were no minutes of the previous meeting. Next meeting to be a joint meeting/planning 

session with the Port of Astoria Commission, June 2nd 

 

Agenda for next meeting will be : Planning with POA Commissioners 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1745 hrs. 


